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except to the younger children. As a matter of fact, the members
of stable extended families develop such habitual ways of working
together that the performance, on superficial inspection, often seems
to resemble that within an ant hill.
But the apparently effortless functioning which prevails a good
deal of the time is not achieved without friction which erupts now
and then in open quarrels. Out of a total of 859 references to
"threats" found in an extensive body of interviews with Navahos, 219
were "threats" from social relationships. Of these, 20 per cent referred
to quarrels within the family.1
Outbreaks of physical violence occur only during drinking or
when tension has reached the breaking point. However, a deal
of quiet seething beneath the outwardly calm surface may be said
to be the rule. Some of this seething becomes transformed into
fear of witches and into using "witches" as scapegoats to provide
psychological relief. Some hostility is also drained off by the broad
and sometimes boisterous jokes which various classes of relatives
are permitted to carry out against each other. Which individuals are
in a state of suppressed antagonism or what the factional line-up in
a family group may be at a given time depends, of course, upon
the "temperaments" of persons who are expected to get along with
each other and upon chance events. Nevertheless, the social struc-
ture and cultural demands tend to give common features to the
strains existing between kinfolk.
In spite of the tender attachments which unquestionably exist be-
tween Navaho family members, in spite of the cultural pattern of
diffuse, unspecialized devotion to all relatives, there is an uneasy,
sometimes a seamy, side to the relationships between kinsmen. A
strong case could be made out for the view that many of the cere-
monials are, at bottom, cures for anti-social tendencies against close
kin, and that their varying symbolism reflects various forms of the
mild or serious neuroses produced by family life.
PARENTS AND  CHILD
Among the reasons for tension between husband and wife, dis-
cord over the rearing of children is conspicuously absent. Clashes
about authority over the children occur mainly when white influence
xFor source of these data, see the article by Leighton and Leighton listed in the
references on p. 267,